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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
The HELLENIC GAS TRANSMISSION SYSTEM OPERATOR (DESFA) S.A., hereinafter 
referred to as well as EMPLOYER or OWNER invites eligible Bidders to submit a Bid 
for the Inquiry No 946/21  

 
Title : DETAILED ENGINEERING, PROCUREMENT OF 

MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION OF HIGH 
PRESSURE PIPELINE TO WEST MACEDONIA  

 
Budget : 75.000.000,00 €, plus V.A.T. 

 
Time Schedule : Twenty one (21) months from the COMMENCEMENT 

DATE 
 
 

The Tender shall be carried out via the tenderONE e-tendering platform provided 
by cosmoONE (www.marketsite.gr) (hereinafter also referred to as “the System”). 

 
1.1 Eligible Bidders should be Economic Operators, as per par. 6 of Article 2 of the 

Directive 2014/25/EU, registered in a European Union (E.U) or a European 
Economic Area (E.E.A.) country or a country having an Association or Bilateral 
Agreement with the E.U., allowing the participation in Public Tenders of 

Contracting Authorities with activities in Natural Gas Sector, who may also be 
mentioned hereinafter as Companies. 

 
Eligible Bidders as above have to be also: 

• Construction Companies or 
• Associations/ Joint Ventures/ Consortium of Construction Companies.  

 
Economic operators participating in present Tender solely or as a member of an 

Association/Joint Venture/Consortium are not allowed: (i) to submit more than 
one Bids, including the submission of a Bid as a member of (other) 
Association/Joint Venture/Consortium or (ii) to rely on the capacity of other 
entities participating in present Tender solely or as a member of other 
Association/Joint Venture /Consortium.  
   

1.2 To facilitate bidding and Bid evaluation, the documents enclosed shall reflect the 

form of the Contract which will be entered into effect by DESFA and the successful 
Bidder, hereinafter referred to as well as CONTRACTOR. 

 
1.3 The Bidders shall submit the documents according to all instructions given in this 

document. 
 

1.4 Alternative Bids cannot be submitted and if submitted shall not be taken into 

consideration. 
 

1.5 In these Instructions to Bidders, reference to the Inquiry Documents shall mean 
reference to the documents listed in Article 10 of present document. 

 
1.6 Not applicable 

 
1.7 All direct and indirect costs of any nature for the preparation of the Bid by the 

Bidders, including costs associated with attending pre-Bid meeting(s), 

http://www.marketsite.gr/
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participating in site visits and clarification meetings etc. shall be at Bidder’s own 
cost. 

 
1.8 Words in capital letters in the Inquiry Documents have the meaning assigned to 

them in Article 1.1 of General Conditions. 
 
 

2. APPLICABLE LEGISLATION 
 
2.1 Present INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS and relevant Inquiry Documents. 

 
European Directive 2014/25/EU. 

 
2.2 Concerning procedure for settlement of disputes during Tender, any Economic 

operator having an interest in being awarded the specific Tender may, within a 
five (5) Day limit after becoming aware in any manner of an illegal act or omission, 
file an objection to DESFA. 

 
2.3 Applicable Greek legislation, i.e. any laws, ministerial decisions and any 

regulations, interpretive circulars or other in connection or authorised by the above 
mentioned, even if not stated herewith. 

 
2.4 Any dispute shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Courts of Athens. 

 

  
3. SCOPE OF WORKS  

 
3.1 The works and all obligations and activities (hereinafter “WORKS”), which this 

Inquiry refers to, are the detailed engineering, procurement, construction, 
inspection, testing and commissioning of the Ampelia Compressor Station. All the 
above are analytically described in SECTION: “OWNER'S  REQUIREMENTS”.  

 

3.2 The Particular & General Conditions of the Contract to be entered into with 
successful Bidder (Hereinafter “CONTRACT”) are further provided in SECTIONS: 
“PARTICULAR CONDITIONS” & “GENERAL CONDITIONS”. 

 

3.3 DESFA reserves the right to increase the Works (for contingencies) up to the 
amount of 8.500.000€, by adding works, similar to those of the Tender documents, 
through Contract Change or a Supplementary Contract with the successful Bidder 

with the same terms, prices and rates as those of the present Tender (CONTRACT). 
 

3.4 Said right is expected to be exercised within twenty-one (21) months from the 
Contract Signing Date. 

 
 
4. COMMUNICATION - APPLICABLE LANGUAGE 

 
4.1 The Bids including all related documentation and all Tender related communication 

shall be submitted and conducted in Greek or English language. 
 

Documents submitted or originally issued in a language other than Greek or 
English shall be accompanied by an official translation in Greek or English language 
issued by a lawyer or a competent authority.  
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For the Contract and Contract execution, the Greek or English language will be 
applicable. 

 

4.2 Unless otherwise mentioned in the Inquiry Documents, the Bidders may contact 
DESFA concerning matters that regard the present Tender exclusively via the 
tenderONE e-tendering platform (www.marketsite.gr). The time that each Bidder 
contacts DESFA via the System will be automatically confirmed by the System 
through electronic time stamping. Any communication carried out by any means 
other than the above, shall not be taken into consideration. 

 

4.3 The Inquiry Documents may be accessed by any interested party through the 
tenderONE e-tendering platform, by selecting the folder of the in subject Inquiry. 

 
Access to the System shall be provided by granting the relevant credentials 
(username, company code and password). Credentials shall be granted after the 
registration in the System (unless the participant has already passwords for the 
e-tendering application).  
 
Registration in the System is free of charge and carried out by filling in the required 
information at the URL www.cosmo-one.gr/register and accepting the terms of use 
of the System. After submitting a registration request, the party concerned shall 
receive the relevant passwords. The user must change the temporary personal 
password provided by the System with a different password of his choice. If a user 
loses the password, he shall contact cosmoONE via the registration System for 

having his password replaced. 
 
 

5. BID CONTENTS 
 
5.1 The Bid must be submitted electronically, via the tenderONE e-tendering platform 

provided by cosmoONE (www.marketsite.gr). 
 

5.2 The Bid shall be signed, as per Note (c) herebelow by the person duly authorized 
to act on behalf of the Bidder.  

 
5.3 The electronic Bid must contain two (2) separate envelopes (A, B) as follows: 
 

I - ENVELOPE A - Authorisation Documents and Technical Offer 
(Contents Unpriced) 

This envelope shall include all documents specified in Art. 14  herein. 
These documents shall be submitted in a Portable Document Format 
(PDF) file type. 

 
II - ENVELOPE B - Financial Offer (Contents Priced) 

This envelope shall include all documents specified in Art. 16 herein. 
These documents shall be submitted in a Portable Document Format 

(PDF) file type. 
 

NOTES: 
 

a. In addition to the above, within three (3) working days from electronic 
submission of the above Envelopes, the Bidder shall submit, in printed form, 
the documents that are specified in Article 14.13 herein.  

 

http://www.marketsite.gr/
http://www.cosmo-one.gr/register
http://www.marketsite.gr/
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b. DESFA may, at any time during the tender procedure, request from the 
Bidders to submit within a reasonable deadline in printed form, original or 
certified copies of all or some of the documents and data that they have 
submitted electronically. 

 
c. Wherever in the Tender Documents reference is made to documents to be 

signed, signature is meant to be either scanned handwritten signature or any 
type of electronic signature (electronic signature in accordance with eIDAS 
Regulation [910/2014/EU]).  

  

5.4 Not applicable 
 

5.5 Each Bidder shall prepare its Bid in strict accordance with the provisions of these 
INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS, its attachments and the Other Inquiry Documents. 

 
 
6. BID SUBMISSION 

 
6.1 Bids shall be submitted via the tenderONE e-tendering platform 

(www.marketsite.gr) not later than 12:00 hrs. of …./…./2021, which is the final 
deadline (Bid due Date) for the receipt of Bids. Bids submitted in any other way 
than via the System, will not be taken into consideration.  

 
An electronic bid submission receipt shall be issued via the above electronic 

platform and sent to the Bidder by e-mail. 
 
Bid submission time shall be automatically confirmed by the System through 
electronic time stamping. 

 
6.2 Overdue Bids (Bids submitted later than the specified time on the specified date 

above) shall not be accepted by the System. 
 

 
7. VALIDITY OF BIDS 
 
7.1 The Bids shall be valid (and therefore binding on the Bidders) for eight 

(8) months as from the Bid due Date. 
 

Bids with validity period less than specified in the Inquiry Documents 

shall be rejected.  
  

7.2 Said period of validity might be extended following a request by DESFA (prior to 
the expiration date). In case a Bidder fails to comply with such a request, then 
said Bidder shall be considered as having waived all its rights in relation to the 
Inquiry and its Bid. 

 

 
8. COMMENTS, QUALIFICATIONS, DEVIATIONS, EXCEPTIONS etc. RELATED 

TO TECHNICAL MATTERS 
 
8.1 Comments, qualifications, deviations, exceptions, etc., (if any) regarding technical 

matters shall be included in a list, duly signed by the Bidder, submitted as a 
separate part of the Bid (Envelope A - see Article 14 here below), for consideration 
by DESFA. However, comments, deviations, exceptions etc., lowering the quality 

and/or safety level in part or in whole, will not be accepted, as per Article 17 here 

http://www.marketsite.gr/
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below. 
 

8.2 For comments, qualifications, deviations, exceptions, etc. which are included in 
the above list of Envelope A, the procedure described in Article 17 herebelow shall 
apply. 

 
8.3 For the purpose of the Inquiry, all Bidders’ comments, qualifications, deviations, 

exceptions, etc in relation to any term or condition of the Inquiry Documents 
related to technical matters, shall be called, hereinafter, Deviations. 

 

 
9. GUARANTEES 
 
9.1 In order to participate in this Tender, each Bidder must deposit at the time of Bid 

submission, subject to Rejection of the Bid in case of non-submission, a 
Participation Guarantee Letter to be included in Envelope A,  equal to one million 
five hundred thousand (€ 1.500.000) EURO valid for at least one (1) more month 

over than the minimum validity period of the Bid specified in Article 7 hereabove, 
i.e. valid for nine (9) months as from the Bid Due Date. The Participation 
Guarantee Letter shall be addressed to the HELLENIC GAS TRANSMISSION 
SYSTEM OPERATOR (DESFA) S.A. and shall be in accordance with the attached 
Annex 2 Form. Any deviation or omission might lead to the rejection of the Bid. 

 
9.2 Not applicable 

 
9.3 The Participation Guarantee Letter of the Bidder, to whom a CONTRACT will be 

awarded, will be returned after the receipt of a Performance Guarantee upon 
signing the relevant CONTRACT. The Participation Guarantee Letters of the other 
Bidders shall be returned after the signing of the aforementioned CONTRACT 
between DESFA and the successful Bidder. The return of the Participation 
Guarantee Letters of the Bidders permanently excluded from the tender procedure 
shall take place either after the lapse of the time limit for submission of objections 

against their exclusion or after the issue of a relevant decision of rejection of 
objection submitted. 

 
9.4 A Performance Guarantee  of five percent (5%) of the CONTRACT Price covering 

the entire Guarantee period (as this is defined in the CONTRACT), shall be required 
from the Bidder to whom the CONTRACT will be awarded, prior to the signing of 
the CONTRACT. The Performance Guarantee  shall be addressed to the HELLENIC 

GAS TRANSMISSION SYSTEM OPERATOR (DESFA) S.A. and shall be in full 
accordance with Attachment 3 - Forms of the attached SECTION: “PARTICULAR 
CONDITIONS”.   

 
9.5 In case the aforementioned (in paragraph 9.3) Bidder does not present himself to 

sign the CONTRACT and/or fails to sign it without reservation, as stated in Article 
18 here below, and/or fails to submit the required Performance Guarantee, then 

the relevant Participation Guarantee Letter shall be completely forfeited in favour 
of DESFA as a penalty expressly stipulated hereby, irrespectively of whether 
DESFA has sustained or not any damages or loss; the same shall apply for any 
Bidder, in case any such Bidder withdraws and/or modifies (by its own initiative) 
its Bid, after the Bid due date and prior to the expiration of the period of validity 
(see Article 7 hereabove) of said Bid. 

 
9.6 In the case DESFA requests the extension of the validity of their Bids as per Article 

7 here above, the Bidders must also extend the validity of the Participation 
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Guarantee Letter. If a Bidder refuses or fails to comply with such a request, then 
said Bidder shall be considered as having waived all its rights in connection with 
the Inquiry. 

 
9.7 All payments due to the successful Bidder shall be subject to a ten (10%) percent 

retention according to clause 14.3, of the attached SECTION: “PARTICULAR 
CONDITIONS”.  

 
9.8 All Letters of Guarantee must be issued by credit institutions or other legal entities, 

lawfully operating in any member-state of the E.U. or the European Economic Area 

(E.E.A) or in a member state of the Government Procurement Agreement of the 
World Trade Organization, as ratified by Law N. 2513/1997 (Government Gazette 
A’ 139), which have this right according to the applicable legislation to secure the 
obligations assumed by the CONTRACTOR under this CONTRACT, including 
execution of the Works. The Letters of Guarantee will be issued in Greek or in 
English language. 

 

 
10. INQUIRY DOCUMENTS AND ORDER OF PRECEDENCE 
 
10.1 The following documents, hereinafter collectively referred to as Inquiry 

Documents, shall form an integral part of the Inquiry.  
 

10.2  In the event of any conflict (as far as this Inquiry is concerned) identified in the 

conditions set forth in the Inquiry Documents, the following order of precedence 
shall prevail, from the higher to the lower: 

 
SECTION I : INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS with Annexes 
SECTION II : DRAFT CONTRACT AGREEMENT with Appendix A 
SECTION III : PARTICULAR CONDITIONS with Attachments  
SECTION IV : GENERAL CONDITIONS 
SECTION V : SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 

SECTION VI : OWNER'S  REQUIREMENTS 
 

 
11. ASSOCIATIONS - JOINT VENTURES - CONSORTIA  
 

Wherever in the Tender Documents reference is made to Joint Venture (J/V), it 
means Association or Joint Venture or Consortium. 

 
The legal formation of the J/V is not a prerequisite for taking part in the present 
Tender. However, after the contract award the legal formation of said J/V must be 
such as to ensure the existence of a single tax registration number. 
 
Registration in the System at least by the Leader of the J/V shall be a prerequisite 
for Bid submission by a J/V. 

 
The Bid must be submitted by the Leader of the J/V and shall comply with the 
following requirements: 

 
11.1 The Bid shall be signed either a) by all members of the J/V, or b) by the J/V’s 

common Legal Representative.  
 
11.2 A J/V agreement that has been or which is intended to be entered into by the 

members of a J/V signed by all the J/V members shall accompany the Bid.  
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The following information shall be included at least in said agreement: 

 
➢ That the members of the Joint Venture shall be fully, jointly, indivisibly and 

severally liable for execution of the WORKS in accordance with the 
CONTRACT provisions and that, in the event that any one of the members 
ceases to be a member of the Joint Venture and/or goes into liquidation, 
then the remaining member(s) shall have full obligation to carry out and 
complete the WORKS and shall be empowered to use all resources 
furnished by any party in the J/V. 

 
➢ The interest of each of the members of the J/V which shall be unchanged 

for the whole duration of the CONTRACT.  
 

➢ The name of the J/V partner, who is nominated to act as a leader of the J/V  
and who, in such capacity, is authorised to receive instructions and act on 
instructions from DESFA on behalf of the J/V after Contract Award and for 

representation issues. 
 

➢ The J/V’s common Legal Representative.  
 
11.3 Subject to rejection of the Bid: 
 

The Leader of the J/V should be a company with a minimum interest of fifty percent 

(50%) in the J/V. 
 
 
12. BID OPENING PROCEDURE 
 
12.1 Upon expiry of the Bid submission time limit, DESFA will open the Envelopes A’ of 

the Bids electronically on 12:30 hrs of the Bid due Date, using unique codes to 
be provided by the System. 

 
Bids evaluation shall follow the procedure stated herebelow in two (2) separate 
and distinct stages: 

 
➢ The evaluation of the contents of Envelopes A  
➢ The evaluation of the contents of Envelopes B  

 

12.2 DESFA shall open Envelopes A electronically, via the System and shall record the 
contents.  

 
DESFA reserves the right to request via the System from the Bidders to clarify the 
documents submitted or to submit supplementary or supporting documentation in 
relation to Envelope A. The above clarification/supplementation relates indicatively 
to ambiguities, minor defects or typical errors, susceptible to correction or 

supplementation. In any case, such answers shall not constitute a Counter or 
Alternative Offer, otherwise they shall not be taken into consideration. Bidders 
shall reply electronically, via the system, not later than seven (7) days from receipt 
of said request. Any clarification or supplementary document/information not 
requested by DESFA shall not be taken into consideration.  
 
The content of Envelopes A will then be evaluated by DESFA with reference to their 
compliance with the Inquiry Documents. 
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12.3 Following the conclusion and announcement of the evaluation of Envelope A, 
electronically, via the System, DESFA shall open Envelopes B only for the Bids 
which have been so far accepted, using unique codes to be provided by the 
System.  

 
DESFA reserves the right to request the Bidders, via the System, the submission 
of any clarification in relation to Envelope B. The above clarification relates 
indicatively to ambiguities, minor defects or typical errors, susceptible to 
correction or supplementation. In any case, such answers shall not constitute a 
Counter or Alternative Offer, otherwise they shall not be taken into consideration. 

Bidders shall reply electronically, via the system not later than seven (7) days 
from receipt of said request. Any clarification not requested by DESFA shall not be 
taken into consideration. 

 
12.4 The System shall not allow opening of unopened electronic Envelopes submitted 

by Bidders whose Bids have not been accepted. The Participation Guarantee Letter 
will be returned against receipt to the Bidders whose Bids have not been accepted. 

No other documents in paper form, if any, of Bids that have not been accepted 
shall be returned.  

 
12.5 Following the opening and evaluation of each stage of the Bid evaluation (i.e. 

Envelope A and Envelope B), the findings are recorded for further approval by 
DESFA’s appropriate body. 

 

 
13. ADVANCE PAYMENT 

 
After signing the Contract, as per provisions of article 18 hereof, the successful 
Bidder is entitled to an interest bearing advance payment as stipulated in the 
attached SECTION: “PARTICULAR CONDITIONS”. 

 
  

14. CONTENTS OF ENVELOPE A  
 

Envelope A shall contain the following documents, in sequential order as follows:  
 
 

A.1 LEGALIZATION DOCUMENTS 
 

14.1.1 Participation Guarantee Letter 
A duly completed Participation Guarantee Letter according to Article 9 
hereabove and as per form of Annex 2 attached herein. 

 
14.1.2 Statement 

The Bidder, shall fill, sign and submit a statement (as per Annex 3, of 
SECTION: “Instructions to Bidders”), stating that: 

• The Bidder has studied all the terms of the Inquiry and that it fully 
accepts all terms contained in the Inquiry Documents as well as 
the terms of use of the System and the electronic procedure of the 
Tender, with no reservations whatsoever. 

• All submitted data and information contained in their Bid are true 
and genuine.  

• The Bid shall be valid for eight (8) months from the Bid Due Date. 

Above Statement including as well information about the Bidder, shall be 
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signed by the Legal Representative(s) of the Bidder, authorised to 
represent the Bidder until the date of CONTRACT signature and in case of 
J/V, the Statement shall be unique and shall be signed by the Legal 
Representatives of each member of the J/V (Not the Common Legal 
Representative). 
 

14.1.3 Not applicable 
  

14.2.1 Company Statutes and Company’s decision taking body/person 
The Bidder, or in case of a J/V all members of the J/V, shall submit: 

 
(i)  The Company Statutes valid according to the legislation of the 

country the Bidder is registered as well as the documents listed 
herebelow: 

 
a. For companies operating under Greek Law, certificate of 

Department of Commerce (GEMI), showing their legal 

establishment and operation, the constituent to body of the 
incumbent Board of Directors for SA and the setting of legal 
representatives. In case the issue of relevant certificate is not 
possible, public documents of which will result the above and 
the published copy of the valid statute with any amendments 

 
b. For foreign companies Company Statutes should be 

accompanied by documents for the person(s) having powers 
of representation and decision in respect of the company. 

 
(ii) A copy of the Minutes of Meeting of the Board of Directors, or other 

competent decision-taking body or duly authorised person of the 
Bidder, signed by the legal representative of the Bidder: 

 
A. Regarding their decision to participate in the Bid according to 

the terms and provisions of this Inquiry. 
 

B. Appointing a Legal Representative(s) authorised to represent 
the Bidder until the date of CONTRACT signature, or in case of 
J/V, appointing the Common Legal Representative of the J/V, 
as well as the Legal Representative of each member. 

 

C. In case of J/V, declaring the Company’s percent participation 
in the J/V and naming the Leader of the J/V that shall be 
formed in the case of CONTRACT award. 

 
14.2.2  A statement signed by the aforementioned Legal Representative(s) of the 

Bidder, accepting fully said appointment.  
 

Note:  In case of J/V, said statement signed by Legal Representative of 
each member as well as by Common Legal Representative should 
be submitted. 

 
14.2.3 Joint Ventures (J/V): 

In the case the Bidder is a J/V, electronic submission of additional 
documents, as per provisions of Article 11 hereabove.  
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14.3 Solemn Declaration: 
 

The Bidder, shall fill, sign and submit a Solemn Declaration (as per Annex 4, 
attached herein) referring to the requirements of par. 14.4.1, 14.4.2, 14.4.3, 
14.6, 14.7, 14.8, 14.10 and 14.11 herein below. 
 
 This Solemn Declaration of the Bidder is adequate preliminary evidence that the 
latter fulfils the requirements set out in par. 14.4.1, 14.4.2, 14.4.3, 14.6, 14.7, 
14.8, 14.10 and 14.11 herein below.  
 

 The Solemn Declaration is submitted in place of the relevant certificates, 
declarations, documentation that prove the above requirements and which shall 
be demanded from the successful Bidder, pursuant to art. 18 herein below.  
 
 As in the case of any other document, at any time during the present Tender the 
Bidders may be asked to produce all or any of the documents relating to par. 
14.4.1, 14.4.2, 14.4.3, 14.6, 14.7, 14.8, 14.10 and 14.11 and listed in art. 18 

and shall have the obligation to do so.  
 
 The Solemn Declaration shall be signed by the Legal Representative(s) of the 
Bidder, authorised to represent the Bidder until the date of CONTRACT signature 
and in case of J/V, the Solemn Declaration shall be unique and shall be signed 
by the Legal Representatives of each member of the J/V (Not the Common Legal 
Representative).  

 
 In case the Bidder relies on and uses the economic and financial or/and technical 
or/and professional capacity of Other Entities, as per Directive 2014/25/EC, 
article 79, the Solemn Declaration shall also be submitted by the Other Entity, 
as per the provisions of par. 14.12.1.c and 14.12.1.d herein below.   
 
 The Other Entity’s Solemn Declaration shall be signed by the Legal 
Representative(s) of the Other Entity concerned, authorised to represent the 

entity until the date of CONTRACT signature.  
 

14.4.1 The Bidder (in case of J/V each of its members) is excluded from the present 
Tender in case it has been the subject of a conviction by final judgment rendered 
at the most five (5) years ago or in which an exclusion period is set out and 
continues to be applicable for one of the reasons listed below: 

 

A.  Participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 2 of 
Council Framework Decision 2008/841/JHA of 24 October 2008 on 
the fight against organised crime (OJ L 300, 11.11.2008, p. 42); 

B. Corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight 
against corruption involving officials of the European Communities 
or officials of Member States of the European Union (OJ C 195, 
25.6.1997, p. 1) and Article 2(1) of Council Framework Decision 
2003/568/JHA of 22 July 2003 on combating corruption in the 
private sector (OJ L 192, 31.7.2003, p. 54) as well as corruption 
as defined in the national law of the contracting authority or the 
economic operator; 

C. Fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention on the 
protection of the European Communities’ financial interests (OJ C 

316, 27.11.1995, p. 48), which was ratified by Law 
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2803/2000 (A· 48); 

D. Terrorist offences or offences linked to terrorist activities, as 
defined in Articles 1 and 3 of Council Framework Decision 
2002/475/JHA of 13 June 2002 on combating terrorism (OJ L 164, 
22.6.2002, p. 3) respectively, or inciting or aiding or abetting or 
attempting to commit an offence, as referred to in Article 4 of that 
Framework Decision; 

E.  Money laundering or terrorist financing, as defined in Article 1 of 
Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 26 October 2005 on the prevention of the use of the 
financial system for the purpose of money laundering and terrorist 
financing (OJ L 309, 25.11.2005, p. 15) which was incorporated in 
the national legislation by Law 3691/2008 (A’ 166);  

F.  Child labour and other forms of trafficking in human beings as 
defined in Article 2 of Directive 2011/36/EU of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 5 April 2011 on preventing and 
combating trafficking in human beings and protecting its victims, 
and replacing Council Framework Decision 2002/629/JHA (OJ L 
101, 15.4.2011, p. 1), which was incorporated in the national 
legislation by Law 4198/2013 (Α’ 215); 

The obligation to exclude the Bidder from the Bidding process shall also apply 
where the person convicted by final judgement is a member of administrative, 
management or supervisory body of that Bidder or has the power of 
representation, decision or control therein and indicatively: (a) in the cases of 
limited liability companies (Ltd.), capital companies and private enterprise, for 
the managing persons and (b) in the case of public limited companies (SA) for 
the Chairman, the Chief Executive Officer and the members of the Board of 
Directors. 

 

14.4.2  The Bidder is excluded from the present Tender in case itself, or in case of a J/V, 
any of its members: 

 
Is bankrupt, subject of insolvency or winding-up proceedings, in an 
arrangement with creditors, under liquidation, obligatory management, 
suspension of business, or is in any other similar situation resulting from 

a similar procedure (as it is for Greek Companies the procedure of Article 
99 of Law 3588/2007, as applicable), as provided by National Legislation. 

 
14.4.3 The Bidder is excluded from the present Tender in case itself, or in case of a J/V, 

any of its members: 
 

A. Has not fulfilled its obligations, concerning the payments of Social 

Security contributions according to the Legislation of the country 
where it is established and according to Greek Legislation in the 
event that it has previously developed activities in Greece; 

B. Has not fulfilled its obligations related to payment of taxes, 
according to the Legislation of the country where it is established 
and according to Greek Legislation, in the event that it has 
previously developed activities in Greece. 
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14.5 Not applicable. 
  

14.6 Construction Companies participating in the Bid, separately or as a member of a 
J/V, must be enrolled in a professional register, in accordance with the Legislation 
of the country where they are established, and be qualified to solely undertake 
the execution of construction project with Contract Price equal to or greater than 
seventy-five million (€75.000.000) EURO. Above construction project shall be 
related to Industrial-Energy Works. 
 

14.7 The Bidder (or, in case of J/V, each of its members) must have an average yearly 

turnover for the last three (3) financial years of at least seventy five million 
(€75.000.000) EURO. 
 

14.8 The Bidder must have a financial status and credit (including both credit capacity 
and guarantee letters) of a minimum amount of seven million five hundred 
thousand (€ 7.500.000) EURO. In case of a J/V, said requirement can be covered 
by the members of the J/V cumulatively. 

 
 

A.2 TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE DOCUMENTATION 
 

14.9 Bidder’s Information 
 
14.9.1 Profile of the Bidder 

 
Documents indicating the profile, structure, organization and 
infrastructure of the Bidder, or in the case of a J/V of each of its members, 
with regard to Detailed Engineering and Construction activities.  
 
Information and technical data on available equipment and machinery, 
for use in similar Projects owned by the Bidder or in the case of a J/V of 
each of its members or available for use through subcontracting 

agreement or other agreements as well as computer hardware and 
software, works and technologies offered. 

 
14.9.2 Lists of Contracts 
 

a.   List of Bidder’s, or in the case of a J/V of each of its members, EPC 
and/or Construction Contracts (as a Contractor or a sub-Contractor), 

for Industrial Projects, (including High Pressure Gas or Oil Projects) 
that have been executed successfully in the last eight (8) years, 
stating analytically: 

 
• Project title  
• Owner/Client with a contact name.  
• Type of Contract, Contract number, Contract award date.  

• Technical data (Material, size, design pressure, length, 
capacity etc)  

• Brief description of Contract’s scope.  
• Initial and final Contract Price.  
• Planned and actual completion period.  
• The participation interest  (%) in the J/V (if applicable) 
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b. List of Bidder’s, or in the case of a J/V of each of its members, EPC 
and/or Construction Contracts currently under execution, stating 
analytically the aforementioned information (as per a. above) as well 
as the un-executed part for each Contract (in terms of progress/cost) 
at the Bid submission date. 

 
14.10 Bidder’s Experience  

 
Minimum Experience Requirements 

 

 Subject to rejection of the Bid the Bidder must have successfully 
completed (at least up to the mechanical completion stage) solely as a 
Contractor or as a member of a J/V Contractor with a minimum participation 
interest of 50% in such Joint Venture, within the last eight (8) years, at 
least:  

− one (1) EPC project concerning Detailed Engineering, Procurement 
and Construction of at least one (1) High Pressure Natural Gas or Oil 

pipeline (pressure above 19 bars) of a minimum length of 80 Km and 
a minimum diameter of 24’’. 

                  
The above must be proved by relevant documents issued by the owner. 
 
In the case of a J/V, the above minimum experience requirement, should be 
satisfied at least by the Leader of the J/V. 
 
 

14.11 Bidder’s Quality System 
 

Subject to rejection of the Bid, the Bidder, or in case of a J/V each of its 
members, must comply with the Management System Certificate according to: 

a. ISO 9001,  
b. EN ISO 3834-2  

c. ISO 14001 and  
d. ISO 45001  

or equivalent Certificates or evidence of equivalent management assurance, as 
stated in Article 81 of the European Directive 2014/25/EU, with scope covering 
the activities of this Tender.  

 
 

A.3 ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION IN CASE THAT THE BIDDER RELIES 
 ON PARTICULAR RESOURCES OF OTHER ENTITIES 

 
14.12 In case the Bidder relies on and uses the economic and financial or/and 

technical or/and professional capacity of Other Entities, as per Directive 
2014/25/EC, article 79, these Entities must be registered in a European Union 
(E.U) or a European Economic Area (E.E.A) country or a country having an 

Association or Bilateral Agreement with the E.U, allowing the participation in 
Public Tenders of Contracting Authorities with activities in Natural Gas Sector 
and the documents mentioned below should be included in Envelope A for each 
Other Entity, as applicable according to its’ legal form:  
 
14.12.1 a. A Statement signed by the Legal Representative of such Other 

Entity stating that: 
 



HELLENIC GAS TRANSMISSION SYSTEM OPERATOR (DESFA) S.A 

GREEK NATURAL GAS TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 

 
 

 

EPC FOR THE  HIGH PRESSURE PIPELINE TO WEST MACEDONIA 

SECTION I Inquiry No 946/21   

Instructions to Bidders  Page 17 of 33 

 

• The Other Entity has studied all the terms of the Inquiry and 
it fully accept all terms contained in the Inquiry Documents 

with no reservations whatsoever, 

• All Other Entity’s submitted data and information are true and 
genuine. 

 
b.  Duly certified J/V agreements or  articles of Association valid 

according to the legislation of the country of registration, the 
documents mentioned in paragraph 14.2.1.i of present article, 

where the term “Bidder” is substituted by the term “Other Entity”.    
 

c.  The Solemn Declaration of par. 14.3, signed by the Legal 
Representative of such Other Entity, referring to the requirements 
of par. 14.4.1, 14.4.2, 14.4.3 herein above, where the term 
“Bidder” is substituted by the term “Other Entity”. 

 
d.  In addition:  

• In case the Bidder relies on and uses the economic and 
financial capacity of Other Entities, the Solemn Declaration 
shall refer to the requirements of paragraphs 14.7 and 14.8, 
of present article, 

• In case the Bidder relies on and uses the technical or/and 
professional capacity of Other Entities, the Solemn 

Declaration shall refer to the requirements of paragraphs 
14.6, 14.10  and 14.11 of present article, 

 where the term “Bidder” is substituted by the term “Other Entity”.  
 

In case that above mentioned documents are not submitted, the 
application of use of particular resources of Other Entities shall not be 
taken into consideration. 

 
14.12.2     A signed copy of the Minutes of Meeting of the Board of Directors, 

or other competent decision-taking body or duly authorized person 
of the Other Entity, regarding the approval of the availability to the 
Bidder, for the whole duration of the execution of the CONTRACT, of 
the particular economic and financial or/and technical or/and 
professional capacity. The relevant decision should be detailed and 
should specify the particular resources to be available during bidding 

phase and the execution of the CONTRACT, in a manner that DESFA 
can proceed with evaluation and judge the importance of those 
resources during the bidding phase and can control the realization 
of said commitment during the execution of the CONTRACT.  

 
14.12.3 A signed binding agreement between the Bidder and such Other 

Entity proving the commitment for provision of resources. 
 

In case that the above mentioned documents are not submitted, 
such application of the Other Entity shall not be taken into 
consideration by DESFA. 
 
Above mentioned relationship shall be valid for the whole duration 
of the CONTRACT. In case that during the CONTRACT’S performance 

the relationship between the Bidder and the Other Entity is not valid, 
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DESFA has the right to apply the contractual provision for 
CONTRACTOR’S forfeiture.  
 
The statements and the documentation both of the Bidder and of 
the Other Entity related to the use of particular resources shall be 
part of the Contract Documents. 

 
14.13 IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

 

Subject to rejection of the Bid, the Bidder must submit to DESFA, within 
three (3) working days from electronic submission of the above Envelope A 
documents, the original Participation Guarantee Letter in paper format. 

 
 

A.4 TECHNICAL OFFER (Contents Unpriced) 
 

14.14 Bidder’s Project Organizational Structure 

 
a. Project Organization Chart 

  
Organization chart for the execution of the Works clearly showing levels 
of authority and responsibility, lines of communication within Bidder’s 
corporate organization and/or between members of the Joint Venture (if 
applicable) for all aspects of the Project execution (i.e. Project 
Management and Control, Detailed Engineering, Procurement, Field 

works, QA/QC, HSE, etc.), key positions identified by title and brief job 
description down to the level of Foreman.  
 
Key positions are indicatively: 
 
• Project Manager 
• Engineering Manager 
• Construction Manager 
• Chief discipline Engineers 
• Procurement Coordinator 
• QA/QC Manager 
• Planning and Progress Control Coordinator 
• HSE Manager 
• Site Superintendents/Supervisors 

 
b. List of Key Personnel 
 

List of the Key Personnel including those of the main Subcontractors 
proposed by the Bidder to be dedicated for the execution of the Works 
including detailed CV’s, as per requirements of Articles 3.4, 3.6 and 3.7 
of General and Particular Conditions of the Contract.  
 

The relation of the Key Personnel with the Bidder must be clearly stated. 
OWNER reserves the right to request an interview with the proposed 
personnel during the Bid evaluation phase.  
 
The Bidder shall also submit dates of availability of above mentioned 
personnel and a declaration and commitment stating that the personnel 
nominated in the Bid shall remain the same after CONTRACT Award and 
can be replaced following OWNER’s approval. 
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14.15 Project Execution Proposal 

 
a. Time Schedule: 

The Bidder shall provide a summary and detailed Time Schedule in the 
form of a bar chart, showing critical milestones (e.g. Contract award, 
Mobilization period, performance of Detailed Engineering, 
commencement of construction, main equipment/materials supply, 
Completion of Works etc.), critical paths, pre-requisites (if any) Bidder 
considers important, interfaces between disciplines within Bidder’s 

organization and interfaces with external parties (e.g. subcontractors, 
etc.), and other descriptive information illustrating Bidder’s strategy for 
the timely achievement of the Project Completion Date. 
The time for completion stated in the Works Schedule (Appendix Α in 
Section: “DRAFT CONTRACT AGREEMENT”) shall be kept. 
In order to support the proposed Time Schedule, the Bidder must also 
submit a time schedule for the pipeline construction in the form of time 

versus pipeline length chart per Spread, covering major construction 
activities (e.g. ROW preparation, trenching, stringing, welding, NDT, 
field coating, lowering, backfilling, hydrotesting, etc.). Calculation of 
performance indicators per main construction activity based on the 
proposed construction crews and equipment forming the construction 
front(s) shall be included. 
 

b. Project Execution Plan:   
 
The Bidder shall provide comprehensive detailed technical 
description of methods and procedures for the execution of the 
Works, allowing a complete technical evaluation of Bidder’s 
proposal by OWNER. 
 
This Project Execution Plan shall at least include the following: 

 
1) Proposed subcontractors, if any, for main disciplines of the Detailed 

Engineering, proposed subcontractors, if any, for main disciplines of 
the construction with description of their experience. All proposed 
subcontractors are subject to approval by OWNER and 
comprehensive information for each subcontractor must be 
submitted. 

 
2) Manpower histograms separately for Detailed Engineering, 

management/administrative, supervisory personnel and direct and 
indirect labour split per spread and per discipline on a monthly basis. 
Subcontractor’s personnel shall be indicated per subcontractor. 

 
3) Mobilization and de-mobilization plan for construction personnel. 

 
4) List of hardware/software intended to be used for the performance of 

the Detailed Engineering. 
 

5) List of all documents and drawings that the Bidder shall issue during 
the Detailed Engineering elaboration (EDR). 

 
6) List of Bidder’s (including subcontractors’) proposed main 

construction equipment dedicated to the execution of the Works 
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(e.g. trenchers, excavators, lorries, dumpers, cranes, side booms, 
bulldozers, boring machines, bending machines, welding machines 
etc.). This list should include information concerning time at Site, 
make and source of supply (owned, hired, etc.) as well as adequate 
technical data for each of the equipment. 

 
7) List of work procedures the Bidder intends to apply during Project 

execution covering Detailed Engineering and all major construction 
activities and also including warehousing and material handling and 
preservation. 

 
8) List of all temporary facilities and utilities provided by CONTRACTOR 

for the execution of the Works. Such facilities include storage area 
(open and covered) workshop, Site Offices, etc. in accordance with 
CONTRACT requirements. In particular, Bidder shall submit a layout 
drawing showing above mentioned facilities. 

 

Note: In case of Joint Venture or use of Article 14.12 here above, 
information concerning the responsibility /ownership/ engagement for 
each part of the Work / construction equipment / personnel 
respectively, shall be provided.  

  
c. Planning, Scheduling and Progress Monitoring and Control:  

The Bidder shall submit separately outlined proposals for Planning, 

Scheduling and Progress Monitoring and Control of all aspects of Works, 
as per Contract provisions. The proposals shall be sufficiently 
explanatory and they shall describe how potential delays can be 
identified and avoided. 
The Bidder shall submit samples of documents to be used in connection 
with progress measurement, monitoring, evaluation and reporting 
(outline and contents of the proposed Progress Reports).  
 

Note:In case the Bidder is a J/V, the split of tasks and responsibilities 
between the members of the J/V shall be described in detail. 

 
d. Procurement: 

The Bidder shall provide specific procurement procedures for the Project 
covering aspects such as Vendor selection, purchasing, expediting, 
inspection, shipping/transport, storage, material control, etc.  

Copies of Bidder’s standard terms and conditions of purchasing as well 
as sample report forms must be also submitted. 
The Bidder shall submit a proposed Vendor’s List for the materials to be 
procured by CONTRACTOR. Vendors are subject to OWNER’s approval. 

 
14.16 Bidder’s Quality System 

The Bidder shall submit a draft Project specific Quality Manual and Quality 

Plan. The Project Quality Plan shall present a detailed breakdown of all Project 
activities. For each one of these activities the following fields shall be clearly 
identified: 
 
• Quality Requirements 
• Applicable Quality System Procedures 
• Applicable Technical Specifications 
• Inspection and Approval Levels 

• Deliverable Documents 
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The Project Quality Manual shall have the structure dictated by ISO 9001 or 
equivalent, as stated in the European Directive 2014/25/EU, and shall 
adequately cover the following issues: 
 
• Quality Policy and Management Responsibility 
• Project Organization Chart 
• General Description of the Quality System 
• List of applicable Quality System Procedures 
 

 
The successful Bidder (CONTRACTOR) shall perform all his activities within a 
framework of his own Quality System which shall meet the requirements of 
OWNER’S Specification QA-SPC-001 (as per relevant Appendix in Section: 
“OWNER’S REQUIREMENTS”) and the standards of ISO 9000 series or 
equivalent, as stated in the European Directive 2014/25/EU. Special care shall 
be taken by the CONTRACTOR for the stringent implementation of the Quality 

System throughout the construction period. No activity shall be deemed 
completed until all the QA/QC requirements have been satisfied, documented 
by the CONTRACTOR’S QA Department and accepted by OWNER’S 
Representative. 
 

14.17 Bidder’s Health, Safety & Environment (HSE) System 
 

Bidders shall submit a comprehensive description of their HSE organization 
and procedures and their implementation for this particular Project including: 

 
• Company’s HSE Policy. 
• HSE Plan for the construction. 
• Field HSE organisation chart including roles/responsibilities of Key 

personnel and Management. 
 

The successful Bidder (CONTRACTOR) shall perform all his activities within a 
framework of his own HSE System which shall meet the requirements of the 
OWNER’s Specification “HSE Management System LEVEL 2” and “HSE 
Management System Detailed Procedure” (as per relevant Appendix in 
Section: “OWNER’S REQUIREMENTS”) and all relevant State and European 
Union Legislation. 
 

14.18 Submission of Deviations list signed as per Note 1 herein below. 
 

14.19 Any other information 
Bidders can submit any other information they consider necessary for the 
evaluation of their Offer. 

 
 

General Notes: 
 
1) Deviations, if any and to the extent permitted by the Article 8 

hereabove, should be entered into a separate list under a relevant 
heading. In case there are no such deviations, the word “NONE” must 
be stated in a relevant document, under the same as above heading. 

 
2) Bidders should not include in ENVELOPE A any data connected to 

their offered prices (included in ENVELOPE B), otherwise their offer 
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might be rejected. 
  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
 

It is hereby clarified that Bidder’s Technical Data contained in 
Envelope A shall be reviewed by DESFA solely for the purpose of Bid’s 
evaluation. This review does not release successful Bidder 
(CONTRACTOR) from its obligations derived from the Contract to be 
signed. 

 
 

15. NOT APPLICABLE 
 

16. CONTENTS OF ENVELOPE B 
 

16.1 Envelope B, must contain the following documents: 

 
A.  BID LETTER (as per Annex 1 attached herewith) with Prices, filled-in and 

signed by the Bidder. 
 
B.  SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS (as per Section V) filled-in and signed by the 

Bidder.   
 

• All quoted prices shall be expressed in EURO  
 
• Offer Prices quoted in the Schedule of Payments should be in strict 

accordance with the Inquiry Documents. 
 
• Quoted CONTRACT PRICE shall include any cost for execution of the 

WORKS described in the Inquiry Documents, including 
CONTRACTOR’S profit. 

 
• Any withholding tax, duty or mandatory contributions to public 

authorities or institutions shall be included in the offered price, with 
explicit exception of the Value Added Tax (VAT). 

 
16.2 The Bidder shall sign the contents of Envelope B as provided for in the Inquiry 

Documents.  

 
16.3 In case any deviation from DESFA’s requirements is contained in Bidder’s 

Envelope B, which is not mentioned in the relevant list as per Art. 8 and 14 herein 
above, DESFA reserves the right to reject the Bid.  
 

16.4 Omission by the Legal Representative of the Bidder to place a signature in the 
contents of Envelope B, as provided for in the Inquiry documents, shall be a 

reason for rejection of the Bid.     
 

16.5 The offered Lump Sum (CONTRACT PRICE) shall be CONTRACTOR’s full 
compensation for the execution of the Works so as to satisfy all requirements of 
Inquiry Documents. 

 
 
17. EVALUATION PROCEDURE 
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Evaluation of the Bids shall be performed as follows: 

 
17.1 Only Bidders which have submitted an Envelope A according to Article 14 

hereabove will be accepted for further evaluation. 
 
17.2 Bids shall be rejected if: 
 

• It appears from Envelope A that the Bidder does not have the know-how 
or the experience and generally the technical and/or the financial capacity 

to execute the CONTRACT. 
 

• The Bidder has provided, at any stage of the Inquiry, false information. 
 

• The Bid is not precise enough to the point that it is impossible to establish 
with certainty what is offered against which price, or if it is not responsive 
or if the Offer Price is unreasonably low. 

 
17.3 For the evaluation of the Bids all deviations (i.e. comments, qualifications, 

deviations, exceptions, etc.) in the list as per Article 8 contained in Envelope A, 
will be grouped by DESFA and at its option, into  two (2) categories as follows: 

 
• Those which can be accepted without any price impact. 

 
• Those which cannot be accepted or have an economic impact that affects 

the economic offer. In such case the relevant Bid will be rejected. 
 

17.4 In case a deviation is contained in the contents of ENVELOPE A and such deviation 
is not mentioned in the list of deviations as per Articles 8 and 14 hereinabove, 
then DESFA reserves the right to consider that this constitutes a case of 
submission of false information and to reject the Bid. 

 

 
17.5 TECHNICAL EVALUATION  

  
Bidders’ Technical Offers contained in Envelope A shall be evaluated by DESFA 
following below mentioned criteria: 

 

 
 

(*) Grade shall be given on a 10 point scale (i.e. 100, 90, 80,…etc) from 0 to 100 

based on the following criteria: 

ITEM 

No 
ITEM 

WEIGHTING 

FACTOR 

(1) 

GRADE 

(*) 

(2) 

WEIGHTED 

GRADE 

(1) x (2) 

1. 
Project Organizational Structure  
(see article 14.14) 25%   

2. 
Project Execution Proposal 
(see article 14.15) 

50%   

3. 

Bidder’s Project Quality System 

Bidder’s Project HSE System 
(see articles 14.16 & 14.17) 

25%   

 

BIDDER’S TOTAL  WEIGHTED GRADE: 
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100: Items for which the Technical Offer is fully documented, in full 

accordance with the Inquiry requirements, or better.  
 

90-50:  Items for which the Technical Offer is complete and 
satisfactory in all major issues of the Inquiry requirements. 
Minor omissions occur but do not affect the works. 

 
40-0: Items for which the Technical Offer is incomplete in major 

issues and cannot be considered as technically acceptable. 

 
 
 

REASON FOR REJECTION OF THE BID 
 

During the Technical Evaluation phase, the Technical Offers are rejected under the 
following conditions: 

 
a. If the Bidder’s Total Weighted Grade is less than ‘70’ 
b. If the Bidder’s Grade in any of the items in the Table hereabove is ‘40’ 

or less 
c. If the Bidder's Grade in item 2 in the Table here above is less than ‘70’ 

 
 

17.6 FINANCIAL EVALUATION 
 

For the Bids that have been so far accepted, the opening of Envelope B 
electronically, via the System, will follow and the Financial Offers shall be 
announced. 
 
During this stage DESFA may, at his discretion, ask electronically, via the System 
any Bidder(s) to justify his (their) offered price(s). DESFA shall require Bidder(s) 
to explain offered price(s) or cost(s) that appear to be abnormally low. Bidder shall 
reply electronically, via the System not later than ten (10) days from receipt of 
said request. DESFA reserves the right to reject any Bidder’s offer in case DESFA 
judge that Bidder’s reply does not explain satisfactorily the low level of offered 
price(s) or cost(s). 
 
The successful Bidder will be the Bidder with the most economically advantageous 

offer (the acceptable Bidder having the lowest unrejected Offer). 
 
Note: Tender Budget does not constitute an upper limit for the submitted Bids. 
 

17.7 DESFA reserves the right not to award the CONTRACT as a result of this Inquiry, 
or to repeat the Inquiry or any phase of it or cancel the Inquiry or proceed 
otherwise according to applicable law, without any obligation to the Bidders. 

 
17.8 The evaluation of the Bids will be concluded with the (written) approval of its 

results by DESFA and then, the results shall be announced electronically, via the 
System.   

 
 
18. AWARD-CONTRACT SIGNATURE 
  
18.1 The successful Bidder will receive electronically, via the System a Letter of Intent 
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to award the CONTRACT.  
 

The successful Bidder upon receipt of said Letter of Intent: 
• shall notify DESFA electronically, via the System, of its acceptance 

without any reservation, not later than two (2) working days as from its 
receipt, 

• shall submit electronically, via the System, not later than ten (10) working 
days as from its receipt, the following documentation: 

 
18.1.1  An extract from the judicial record or, failing that, an equivalent 

document issued by a competent judicial or administrative authority in 
the country of origin or the country where that person comes from 
showing that the Bidder (in case of a J/V each of its member) has not 
been the subject of a conviction by final judgment rendered at the most 
five (5) years ago or in which an exclusion period is set out and 
continues to be applicable for one of the reasons listed below: 

 

A.  Participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 
2 of Council Framework Decision 2008/841/JHA of 24 
October 2008 on the fight against organised crime (OJ L 300, 
11.11.2008, p. 42); 

B. Corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Convention on the 
fight against corruption involving officials of the European 
Communities or officials of Member States of the European 

Union (OJ C 195, 25.6.1997, p. 1) and Article 2(1) of Council 
Framework Decision 2003/568/JHA of 22 July 2003 on 
combating corruption in the private sector (OJ L 192, 
31.7.2003, p. 54) as well as corruption as defined in the 
national law of the contracting authority or the economic 
operator; 

C. Fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention on 
the protection of the European Communities’ financial 
interests (OJ C 316, 27.11.1995, p. 48), which was 
ratified by Law 2803/2000 (A· 48); 

D. Terrorist offences or offences linked to terrorist activities, as 
defined in Articles 1 and 3 of Council Framework Decision 
2002/475/JHA of 13 June 2002 on combating terrorism (OJ 
L 164, 22.6.2002, p. 3) respectively, or inciting or aiding or 
abetting or attempting to commit an offence, as referred to 
in Article 4 of that Framework Decision; 

E.  Money laundering or terrorist financing, as defined in Article 
1 of Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 26 October 2005 on the prevention of the use 
of the financial system for the purpose of money laundering 

and terrorist financing (OJ L 309, 25.11.2005, p. 15) which 
was incorporated in the national legislation by Law 3691 / 
2008 (A ` 166);  

F.  Child labour and other forms of trafficking in human beings as 
defined in Article 2 of Directive 2011/36/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 5 April 2011 on preventing 

and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting its 
victims, and replacing Council Framework Decision 
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2002/629/JHA (OJ L 101, 15.4.2011, p. 1), which was 
incorporated in the national legislation by Law 4198/2013 

(Α` 215); 

It is noted that the extract of the judicial record or, failing that, the 
equivalent document issued by a competent judicial or administrative 
authority in the country of origin of the successful Bidder (in case of a 
J/V each of its members), is submitted for any person who is a member 
of administrative, management or supervisory body of the successful 
Bidder or has the power of representation, decision or control therein 

and indicatively: (a) in the cases of limited liability companies (Ltd.), 
capital companies and private enterprise, for the managing persons 
and (b) in the case of public limited companies (SA) for the Chairman, 
the Chief Executive Officer and the members of the Board of Directors. 
 

18.1.2 Extracts from Judicial records, or failing this, equivalent documents 
issued by competent judicial or administrative authorities in the 
country of origin and/or the country where the Bidder (or in case of a 
J/V each of its members) is registered, proving that:  

 
The Bidder is not bankrupt, subject of insolvency or winding-up 
proceedings, in an arrangement with creditors, under liquidation, 
obligatory management, suspension of business, or in any other similar 
situation resulting from a similar procedure (as it is for Greek 
Companies the procedure of Article 99 of Law 3588/2007, as 

applicable), as provided by National Legislation. 
 

18.1.3 Certificates issued by competent authorities in the country of 
registration proving that the Bidder, or in case of J/V, each of its 
members: 

 
a. Has fulfilled its obligations, concerning the payments of 

Social Security contributions according to the Legislation of 
the country where it is established and according to Greek 
Legislation in the event that it has previously developed 
activities in Greece; 

 
b. Has fulfilled its obligations related to payment of taxes, 

according to the Legislation of the country where it is 
established and according to Greek Legislation, in the event 
that it has previously developed activities in Greece. 

 
Notes to 18.1.1, 18.1.2 and 18.1.3: 
Where the country concerned does not issue such documents or certificates as 
required above, these may be replaced by a statement (regarding the 
requirements of par. 18.1.1, 18.1.2, 18.1.3 above) either of them signed by the 

person having powers of representation and decision in respect of the company 
(not the appointed legal representative, according to Article 14.2.1(ii) of 
SECTION: “Instructions to Bidders”), stating also that the country concerned 
does not issue such documents or certificates, as required. 

 
18.1.4 to 18.1.5 Not applicable.  
 
18.1.6  Registration Certificates in a professional register, in accordance with 

the Legislation of the country where they are established, proving that 
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the Bidder, or in case of a J/V, each of its members, is qualified to 
solely undertake the execution of construction project with  Contract 
Price equal to or greater than seventy-five million (€75.000.000) 
EURO. Above construction project shall be related to Industrial-Energy 
Works. 
  

 

Note: Where the country concerned does not issue such documents or 
certificates as required above, these may be replaced with:  

 
a.   Α declaration, by the said entity, in front of Judicial or 

Administrative authority, notary or the appropriate 
professional organisation of the country where the said 
company is established, stating that the country concerned 
does not issue such documents or certificates as required 
above 

 

and  
 

b. (i) either a certification by an authorized public or           
 private organization certifying that they are qualified   
 to solely undertake construction project with Contract    
Price equal to or greater than seventy-five million 
(€75.000.000) EURO.  Above construction project shall be 
related to Industrial-Energy Works.  

 
(ii)  or a certification of the owner or other relevant authority of 

the country, certifying that they have already solely 
performed in the last eight (8) years at least one Contract 
for a construction project with a contract price equal to or 
greater than seventy-five million (€75.000.000) EURO.  
Above construction project shall be related to Industrial-
Energy Works. 

   
18.1.7  Published or certified copies of statements of accounts for the last three 

(3) years, showing annual turnover of the Bidder or, in case of a J/V, 
of each of its members. The average of the above last three (3) 
financial years annual turnover must be at least seventy five million 
(€75.000.000) EURO. 

 
18.1.8  References from Banking Institutions concerning the financial status 

and credit (including both credit capacity and guarantee letters) for a 
minimum amount of seven million five hundred thousand (€ 
7.500.000) EURO. In case of a J/V, said banking references should be 
covered by the members of the J/V cumulatively.  

 
18.1.9    Documents issued by the relevant owner proving that the Bidder has 

successfully completed (at least up to the mechanical completion 
stage) solely as a Contractor or as a member of a J/V Contractor with 
a minimum participation interest of 50% in such J/V, within the last 
eight (8) years, at least: 
- one (1) EPC project concerning Detailed Engineering, Procurement 

and Construction of at least one (1) High Pressure Natural Gas or 
Oil pipeline (pressure above 19 bars) of a minimum length of 80 

Km and a minimum diameter of 24’’. 



HELLENIC GAS TRANSMISSION SYSTEM OPERATOR (DESFA) S.A 

GREEK NATURAL GAS TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 

 
 

 

EPC FOR THE  HIGH PRESSURE PIPELINE TO WEST MACEDONIA 

SECTION I Inquiry No 946/21   

Instructions to Bidders  Page 28 of 33 

 

                                       
In the case of a J/V, the above minimum experience requirement, 
should be satisfied at least by the Leader of the J/V. 

 
18.1.10  Management System Certificates according to ISO 9001, EN ISO 3834-

2, ISO 14001 and ISO 45001, or equivalent Certificates, or evidence 
of equivalent management assurance, as stated in Article 81 of the 
European Directive 2014/25/EU, with scope covering the activities of 
this Tender, in the name of the Bidder or, in case of a J/V, of each of 
its members. The Certificate should be valid during the period of 

Contract implementation and must be issued by an accredited 
Certification Organization. 

 
18.1.11  In case the Bidder relies on and uses the economic and financial or/and 

technical or/and professional capacity of Other Entities, as per Directive 
2014/25/EC, article 79, then within the same deadline, the successful 
Bidder shall submit electronically, via the System, the documentation 

referred to in par. 18.1.1, 18.1.2, 18.1.3, herein above, where the term 
“Bidder” is substituted by the term “Other Entity”.  

 
In addition: 

•  In case the Bidder relies on and uses the economic and financial 
capacity of Other Entities, the documentation referred to in 
paragraphs 18.1.7 and 18.1.8 of present article, and 

•  In case the Bidder relies on and uses the technical or/and 
professional capacity of Other Entities, the documentation referred 
to in paragraphs 18.1.6, 18.1.9 and 18.1.10 of present article. 

    
All the above documents (par. 18.1) shall be submitted electronically via 
the System in .pdf file format.  

 
18.2 Following said unreserved acceptance and submission of the above documents, 

the successful Bidder will receive electronically, via the System, a Letter of Award 
issued by DESFA. 

 
18.3 DESFA reserves the right, after the Letter of Award has been sent and its receipt 

has been confirmed by the successful Bidder, to request electronically, via the 
System from the latter to improve his Financial Offer without any amendments to 

his Technical Offer. Such improvement stays within the successful Bidder’s 
discretion.  

 
The successful Bidder may respond electronically, via the System to DESFA within 
two (2) working days as from the receipt of said request giving in case of such 
improvement its details.  
 
In case of such improvement, Performance Guarantee as stated in Article 9 
hereabove (GUARANTEES) and Contract Agreement shall be adjusted accordingly.  
 
In case that, contrary to above provisions, the successful Bidder improves his 
Financial Offer with simultaneous amendment(s) to his technical offer, said 
improvement shall be considered as not submitted. 
 
In case that the successful Bidder fails to respond electronically, via the System 
to DESFA within the aforementioned time limit, DESFA ‘s request for improvement 
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of the Financial Offer shall be considered as rejected.  
 
18.4 The CONTRACT will be signed as soon as said Bidder submits to DESFA the 

following documents, which documents in any case should be submitted not later 
than ten (10) working days from the day of receipt of Letter of Award by the 
successful Bidder: 

 
A. Minutes of the successful Bidder’s (or in case of a J/V from each of its 

members) Board of Directors, or other competent decision making body 
of successful Bidder, signed and stating: 

 
(i) Their decision to accept the CONTRACT award. 

 
(ii) The appointment, by a Power of Attorney, of the Legal 

Representative(s) who must be authorised to sign the CONTRACT and 
to act on successful Bidder’s behalf during the execution of the 
CONTRACT. 

 
B. Declaration signed by said Legal Representative(s) accepting the 

aforementioned Power of Attorney without any conditions or reservations.  
 

C. Performance Guarantee as stated in Article 9 hereabove (GUARANTEES) 
 

D. In case of a Joint Venture, legal documents proving that the Joint Venture 

has been formed according to Article 11 stipulations and according to the 
Law. 

 
All the above documents shall be submitted electronically via the System in PDF 
file format and must be aslo submitted in printed form, within three (3) working 
days from their electronic submission. The Performance Guarantee shall 
specifically be submitted in original form.  

 

Upon electronic submission of the above documents, the System shall issue a 
confirmation of submission thereof, and shall send an informative e-mail to the 
successful Bidder.  

 
18.5 In case the successful Bidder fails to notify DESFA the unreserved acceptance of 

DESFA's Letter of Intent within the aforementioned two (2) working days time limit 
or fails to timely submit the aforementioned documents (18.1.1 – 18.1.11) after 

DESFA’s Letter of Intent within the aforementioned time limit, or fails to submit 
the aforementioned documents (documents 18.4 A-D) after DESFA’s Letter of 
Award, DESFA shall have the right to cancel the award of the CONTRACT to said 
Bidder and to claim for compensation of damages related to the delays due to such 
failure of said Bidder and provisions of article 9.5 hereinabove shall apply. 

 
18.6 In case the successful Bidder is a J/V, the award will be in the name of J/V. Each 

member of the J/V will be fully, jointly, indivisibly and severally liable to DESFA 
and will be represented by a common Representative throughout the validity 
period of the CONTRACT. 
 

 
19. TAXES – DUTIES – RETENTIONS - EXCEPTIONS 

 
19.1 Payments to the CONTRACTOR are subject to retention. In particular the following 

items are to be borne by CONTRACTOR and must be included in the Lump Sum 
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Price such as the percentage for general expenses, CONTRACTOR’S profit, 
expenses arising from its general obligations, and any other surcharges provided 
by Greek Law. 
 
Such surcharges include but are not necessarily limited to: 

 
a.  Income tax and withholding tax in Greece as these may be finally assessed 

by the application of an eventual bilateral agreement. 
b.  CONTRACTOR’S Social Security contributions. 
c.  All import duties, other taxes and retentions. 

d.  The Value Added Tax (VAT) as well as all other taxes and any other charges 
as required to be paid by the CONTRACTOR for the WORKS execution. 

e.  All duties or mandatory contributions to public authorities or institutions 
 

19.2 It is clarified that only the Value Added Tax (VAT) on the CONTRACTOR’S invoices 
in DESFA’s name payable to the Greek Tax Authorities will be paid by DESFA and 
therefore it is excluded from the CONTRACT PRICE. 

 
20. CONFIDENTIALITY– PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION – ANTICORRUPTION 

POLICY 
 

20.1 Confidentiality 
 

Any technical information and data furnished by DESFA with the Inquiry 

Documents shall remain the property of DESFA and shall be treated confidentially 
and they shall not be used, disclosed or released to any Third Party for any other 
purposes, other than for preparing the Bids. 

 
In case that any Bidder designates information as confidential, reasoning the 
existence of technical or trade secrecy, in his relative signed statement submitted 
in .pdf format, should expressly refer all relative provisions of legislation or 
competent authority’s decisions that imposes the confidentiality of said 

information. 
Information concerning offered quantities and prices, financial offer and the 
contents of technical offer used for the evaluation are not confidential. 

 
The files that the Bidder wishes to designate as confidential as per the above must 
be submitted separately in Portable Document Format (PDF) or in the form of a 
distinct compressed file (e.g. a ZIP file) that includes files in .pdf. Each of these 

files shall be electronically locked with an electronic key held by the Bidder, which 
the Bidder shall send via the System to DESFA, right after the opening of the 
respective envelope. Confidential documents are not accessible by other Bidders 
via the System. 

 
20.2 Personal Data Protection 
   

DESFA shall process personal data exchanged under the terms of the Tender 
(hereinafter referred to as "Personal Data"), exclusively for the Tender’s purpose, 
in accordance with the provisions of applicable legislation and today those of 
Regulation 2016/679/EU (hereinafter "General Regulation").   

 
Personal data shall not be transmitted, disclosed or communicated to third parties, 
nor shall they be subject to any other processing for purposes other than the 
purpose of the Tender, except in cases of legal obligation or explicit consent of the 

data subject. 



HELLENIC GAS TRANSMISSION SYSTEM OPERATOR (DESFA) S.A 

GREEK NATURAL GAS TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 

 
 

 

EPC FOR THE  HIGH PRESSURE PIPELINE TO WEST MACEDONIA 

SECTION I Inquiry No 946/21   

Instructions to Bidders  Page 31 of 33 

 

 
DESFA has implemented the data protection policy, publicly available on DESFA’s 
site. 

 
20.3 Anticorruption Policy 

 
Participant acknowledges DESFA’s Code of Ethics (the “Code”), as published on 
DESFA’s site, which shall be fully applicable to Participants and Participant must 
comply with the relevant provisions, including conflicts of interest. Participant 
further acknowledges that DESFA’s Anticorruption Policy, as published on DESFA’s 

site, shall be applicable to them and that it shall comply with its provisions. 
Participant will not violate or knowingly permit anyone to violate these  
prohibitions on bribery or any applicable anti-corruption laws in performing under 
these Inquiry Documents. 

 
 

21. RESERVATIONS AND RIGHTS OF DESFA  

 
21.1 Participation to the Bid shall also constitute an acceptance by the Bidder that it 

has complete knowledge of the terms and provisions of the Inquiry Documents, 
as well as the electronic procedure, and that he accepts their contents without 
reservation.   

 
Any omission to submit the Bid according to the Inquiry Documents as well as the 

omission of a signature on any document does not entitle the Bidder to invoke this 
fact in its (Bidder’s) favour in any way. 
 
The Bidder shall be responsible for and be bound by its Bid as submitted. 

 
21.2 DESFA will have no responsibility or obligation whatsoever to indemnify and/or to 

compensate the Bidder for any expense or loss incurred for the preparation and 
submission of the Bid, in particular, in case the terms and provisions of the Inquiry 

Documents are changed by DESFA or the Bid is not accepted, or the Inquiry is 
extended or adjourned or annulled or cancelled at any stage and time and for any 
reason whatsoever, or in case DESFA takes any decision according to the terms 
and provisions of the present Inquiry Document.  Therefore, participants to the 
Inquiry which submit a Bid, regardless of whether this is finally accepted or not, 
have no right against DESFA deriving from the Inquiry or for participating to the 
Bidding. 

 
21.3 DESFA and the provider of the e-tendering System will have no responsibility or 

obligation whatsoever to indemnify and/or to compensate the Bidder for any 
expense or loss incurred that may result from failure or omission relevant to the 
submission of the Bid via the System, especially in case that DESFA terminates 
provisionally or extends or defers or suspends or cancels the Inquiry at any phase 
or time, due to a serious technical failure of the e-tendering System. 

 
DESFA and the provider of the e-tendering System will have no responsibility or 
obligation whatsoever to indemnify and/or to compensate the Bidder for any 
expense or loss incurred that may result during acquisition of the necessary 
infrastructure and capability to submit an electronic bid and for the preparation 
and submission of the Bid. 

 
21.4 The Bid is considered to be a proposal to DESFA and not an acceptance of it by 

DESFA. Therefore the CONTRACT AGREEMENT template and the other Inquiry 
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Documents imply that the Bidders submit their Bid in accordance with the terms 
and provisions of those documents, which are meant to constitute an integral part 
of their Bid. 

 
 
22. LOCAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
 

The Bidder must be fully aware of local Laws, Regulations, Decrees, practices and 
other conditions in Greece, which might affect its Bid and the performance of its 
obligations. 

 
Failure of the Bidder to become familiar with such matters shall not release it from 
its obligations. 

 
23. NOT APPLICABLE  
 
24. SITE VISIT 

 
The Bidders may visit the SITE to become fully acquainted with the existing and 
expected conditions, which might in any way, influence the cost and/or 
implementation of the WORKS. The Bidders shall cover all costs incurred in 
connection with the SITE visit. 
 
Any failure to fully investigate the SITE or the foregoing conditions shall not release 

any Bidder from its responsibility to properly consider the difficulty or cost of 
successfully implementing any part of the WORKS. 
 

25. CLARIFICATION MEETINGS/DESFA’s CLARIFICATION OF BID 
 

If requested by DESFA, Bidders must be prepared for a formal presentation of their 
Bid, an interview of the main proposed key personnel involved in the execution of 
the WORKS as well as to clarify any queries of DESFA probably at DESFA’s premises. 

Such meetings shall take place at any reasonable time between Bid submission and 
CONTRACT award. Bidders shall make their own arrangements for attending such 
meetings and bear the associated costs. 
 
Should the intent or meaning of the Bid received appear unclear or ambiguous, 
DESFA has the right to ask the Bidder for clarifications. 

 

 
26. BIDDER’S CLARIFICATION REQUESTS 
 

The Bidder may request electronically, via the System clarifications regarding the 
Inquiry Documents at any time up to fifteen (15) DAYS prior to the Bid due date.  
 
DESFA will endeavour to reply, electronically, via the System, to the requested 

clarifications not later than ten (10) DAYS before the Bid due date. 
 
Both requests for clarifications and replies shall be submitted electronically, via the 
System. The electronic file containing requests for clarifications shall be signed.  
 
Requests that are submitted by any means other than the above shall not be taken 
into consideration. 
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27. DESFA’s AMENDMENTS TO THE INQUIRY 
 

DESFA may issue electronically, via the System, clarifications/amendments in the 
form of a Bid Addendum at any stage during the Bid period and may extend the 
time for submission of Bids following the provisions of Directive 2014/25/EU, article 
66.  
   
The Bidders shall confirm the inclusion in their Bid of all 
clarifications/amendments issued prior to receipt of the Bid by DESFA (see 
Annex 1 – Bid Letter). 

 
For clarifications/amendments issued by DESFA subsequent to receipt of 
the Bid, but in any way prior to the Bid due Date, the Bidder shall be 
responsible for thoroughly examining the Bid documents and incorporating 
the clarifications/ amendments in his Bid. Any failure by the Bidder to 
comply with the aforesaid clarifications or amendments issued by DESFA, 
may be a reason for the rejection of its Bid. 

 
28. ATTACHED DOCUMENTS 

 
The following Annexes are attached herein and constitute integral part of present 
Instructions to Bidders: 
 
Annex 1: FORM OF BID LETTER 

  
Annex 2: FORM OF PARTICIPATION GUARANTEE LETTER 
 
Annex 3: FORM OF STATEMENT 
 
Annex 4: FORM OF SOLEMN DECLARATION 
 
 

 


